[Mitral valve replacement in large hearts (author's transl)].
Of 61 patients with mitral valve defects operated on, 9 had a heart with an external volume of more than 1700 ml. Five of these patients died, four are still alive today. Three patients from the group with an external heart volume between 1247 ml and 1700 ml died, and in the group of patients with an external heart volume of less than 1247 ml no patient has died as yet. Under certain circumstances, the preoperative size of the heart can be a measure with which the limits of surgical mitral valve replacement can be defined.